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One of the few plus points clinging
{to the wreckage of the ill-starred ven-
ture against *Cagtro. is the American
. attfidE™ tMerd has been no publie
, clamor for heads. .
> The reasons can only be guessed,
but probably they are several. One, in
, all likelihood, is that the entire inva-
' sion operation was so shadowy that
" the role of the government in Wash-
ington is not clear to the average citi-
. zen. Another may be that, for what-
; ever the role was, President Kennedy
| immediately shouldered full, responsi»
! bility. ' ' '
{  But the main factor appears to be

» that the national capital itself is keep-
ing its collective head cool and looking -

to improved future performance, not to

. the fun of exposing bygoné errors.
This is true so far of the conduct
; of the Senate Foreign Relations Com-

i mittee and its subcommittee on Latin

| American affairs as they receive re-
! ports on the part that various agencies
i played in the Cuban refugees’ attempt
i and failure to recapture their home-
land. ’ :
* Certainly we need these reports from
agency heads. The weak spots in the
machinery must be detected, and then

rI-“entagon, e.TState Department, or in

) the céorgi_qg,‘g,grl,,.,g;‘g.e 3. of A1,

‘strengthened. or replaced. .But whether.

! the fault lies with the Coniral.Intellises

| gence Agency, the White House, the

“said on Monday that “raking over the
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This is the course being taken b
the senators, and by the President
through his assignment of Gen. Max-
well Taylor to dig into the CIA and
the Defense Department and to rece
ommend on both intelligence and guer-
rilla warfare. activities. The point isl
that we gain nothing by finding out

.what went wrong .%x)&ér ‘whose dlrec-‘
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tioH unless the findings are hammered
. : 14 . . oA * E
into positive improvement. .

Wihere does t"}ig‘%)ublic come in?:

; The senators: are doing their listening:
“and questioning in closed sessions, and!

commenting to the people through the|
press afterward. Gen. Taylor will re-
port directly to the President.

In this case, it is to the President[
that the public must look for the ulti-

‘mate accounting. He is obligated to;

supervise the trouble-shooting in his
administration. He is obligated to cor-

port, with‘in,ﬁt_'e-'!l"imits of national se-
difmhas’ been done. This
should "involye minimum secrecy and |
maximum caridor..

In the meantime, the indications are
the President still enjoys the faith of
the people. He has enhanced this him-
self by the range of his constiltations
since the Cuban defeat, and he has
been helped by the nonpartisan sup-
port extended him by the persons he
has consulted.” Former President Ei-
senhower spoke for the nation when he

ashes” is not in order.

b/

the objective shouild be noindividual
exposure but a bWﬁ@m.
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